RECEIVED & INSPECTED
SEP 9 T 2004
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA . FCC - MAILROOM
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF RED ) ORDER GRANTING
RIVER TELECOM, INC. FOR CERTIFICATION ) CERTIFICATION
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL )
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC04-178

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.’ This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order”), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2005 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2004. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 9, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Red River Telecom, Inc. (Company) regarding its Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal
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universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the

provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Aﬁ' davit was attached
to the Request for Certification. :

On August 12, 2004, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing

and the intervention deadline of August 27, 2004, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

, At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2004, the Commnssnon considered
this matter

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

- ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. Itis

. FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this ’7% day of September, 2004.

GERTIFIGATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
The undersigned hereby certifies that this
document has been served today upon all parties of %
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service -
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly v ¥
addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. ROBERT K S AHR, Chairman

N 7 | Qﬂﬁw/ﬂ%
" Date; Wrd Zuﬂw;‘s A. BURG, Commnssw

(OFFICIAL SEAL)




REGEIVED & INSPECTED

SEP 2 7 2004

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION LFCC-MAILROOM
~ OF THE-STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA ~

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF
ROBERTS COUNTY - TELEPHONE
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)] ORDER GRANTING

)
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)
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CERTIFICATION

CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT

- On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies-at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file.an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2005 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2004. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 4, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Roberts County Telephone Cooperative Association and RC
Communications, Inc. (Company) regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use
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of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this filing was to provide information
constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal universail service support and to
otherwise verify that Company will use all federal universal service support received in a
manner that is consistent with the federai universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254,
As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of the support it expected to receive from
USAC as well as its estimated costs for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of
facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 5, 2004, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 20, 2004, to interested individuals and entities: -
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31 2004, the Commlssmn considered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. Itis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company’s Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this Z% day of September, 2004.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been served today upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service .
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly .

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid therean. ROBERT K. SAHR, Chairman
ate: VA / g ,/ o/ J A BURG, c;mmiss/ic%'
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RECEIVED & INSPECTED

SEP 9 7 2004

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION | gcc - MAILROOM
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA | |

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUESTOF RT )  ORDER GRANTING

COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  -FOR ) CERTIFICATION
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) ‘ :
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC04-173"

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rurat carriers.! This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order”), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§.54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these'FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2005 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2004. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for.the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 6, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from RT Communications, Inc. (Company) regarding its Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federai
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal
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universal service support rebeived in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its éstimated costs for the

provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached
to the Request for Certification. -

On August 12, 2004, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 27, 2004, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2004, the Commission considered
this matter

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
48-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. 1t is therefore "

) ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. ltis

'FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this Zﬂé day of September, 2004.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
The undersigned hereby certifies that this
document has been served today upon all parties of - :
record in this docket, as lisied on the docket service
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly
addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. ROBERT K. SAH R‘,’Ch airman

S / Y/ 224 JES A BURG,ﬂns@?
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RECENVED & INSPECTED

SEP 97 2004
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION| cr6 . maiLROOM

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING

SANTEL COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE, ) CERTIFICATION
INC. FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS ) '

USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TC04-189
SUPPORT' )

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.’ This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four gquarters during calendar year 2005 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2004. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 31, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Santel Communications Cooperative, Inc. (Company) regarding its
Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use
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of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all
federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal
universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed
estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs

for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was
attached to the Request for Certification. :

On September 2, 2004, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of September 10, 2004, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 14, 2004, the Commission
considered this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Corhpany's' Request for
Certification Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this o7 /"Q day of September, 2004.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been served today upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service 4{ é é
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. ROBERTK S AHﬁ, Chairman
By: :

| %Zﬁf cﬁ;‘d e
Date: 4// o?j,iae/ GA NSON, Commissioner
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RECEIVED & INSPECTED

SEP 2 7 2004
'BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES 'COMMISSIQN FCC - MAILROOM

‘OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR ) CERTIFICATION
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF )
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC04-162

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order conceming the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This
- Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for- States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must filte an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federa! high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F(high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2005 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2004. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 4, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Sioux Valley Telephone Company (Company) regarding its Request
for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of
this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal
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universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As-a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the

provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached
to the Request for Certification.

On August 5, 2004, the Commission electronically transimitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 20, 2004, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meetmg of August 31, 2004, the Commlssmn considered
thiS matter.

N The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

 ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. ltis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 2'% day of September, 2004.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been served today upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service / g
list, by facsimite or by first class mail, in properly

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. ROBERT K. SAH R. Cﬁ'airman
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w7/ o ﬁ%ﬁ%{@’
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RECEIVED & INSPECTED

| SEP 9 7 2004
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
_OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA | FCC-MAILROOM
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING
SPLITROCK = PROPERTIES, INC. FOR ) CERTIFICATION
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF )
FEDERALVU-NIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC04-164 : )

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.’ This.
Order-(hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural’ carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support .provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2005 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2004. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 5, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Splitrock Properties, Inc. (Company) regarding its Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal
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universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part-of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the

provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached
- ta the Request for Certification. '

On August 12, 2004, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 27, 2004, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention. ,

At its regi.llarly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2004, the Commissioh considered
this matter. i ' ' :

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore .

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only .use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. ltis

“FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this Zé day of September, 2004.

CGERTIFICATE OF SERVIGE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been served today upon all parties of W Z : C

record inthis docket, as listed on the docket service ] - )
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly ‘

" addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. ROBERTK S AHR, Chairman

¥ | %/ﬂ

Date: 7,/ 5:/‘7 4 JAHES A BURG, Commissio/%
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RECEIVED & INSPECTED

SEP 2 7 2004
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSI(

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA  LFCC-MAILROOM |

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF

) ORDER GRANTING
STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE ) - "CERTIFICATION
COMPANY FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING ) A
ITS USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TC04-154
SUPPORT ) :

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order conceming the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.® This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2005 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2004. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 4, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Stockholm-Strandburg Telephone Company (Company) regarding
its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use




of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all
federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal
universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed
estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs

for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Afﬂdawt was
attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 5, 2004, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 20, 2004, to interested individuals and entmes
No parties sought mterventlon .

At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2004, the Commission considered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
“maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal suppbrt as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. It is

' FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission épproves Combany's Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this _ 7 % day of September, 2004.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
The undersigned hereby certifies that this
“ document has been served today upon al parties of W é / v ; i
record in this docket, as Iisted on the dockel service
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly / =\
addressed envelopes, with charges prepalid thereon. ROBERT K. S AHR, Chairman
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RECEIVED & INSPECTED

SEP 2 7 2004

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSIO FCC - MAILROOM

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING

THREE RIVER TELCO FOR CERTIFICATION ) CERTIFICATION
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) ' : ’
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC04-170

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This
-Order (hereatfter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
'§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used. only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2005 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2004. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 8, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Three River Telco (Company) regarding its Request for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this filing was to
provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal universal service
support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal universal service support

A o e ket Mo oS A5 FCC 017157, Reloased May a3,
2001.



received in.a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47
U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of the support it expected
to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the provision, maintenance, and

upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached to the Request for
Certification. - ‘

On August 12, 2004, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 27, 2004, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meetlng of August 31, 2004, the Commlssmn consndered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. |t is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only -use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. it is

| FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this Z¢ day of September, 2004.

" CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been served today upon all parties of -
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in property

addressed gnvelop&s, with charges prepaid thereon. ROBERT K S AHR Chalrman

Ny
' ; {/g/m/ | %/%'

Date; WE’S A. BURG, Commissio
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RECEIVED & INSPECTED

SEP 2 7 2004
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION | FCC - MAILROOM

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF TRI- ) ORDER GRANTING

COUNTY TELCOM, INC. FOR CERTIFICATION ) 'CERTIFICATION
REGARDING ITS USE OF -FEDERAL ) :
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC04-152

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) re!eased an
Order concemning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order”), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a reguirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, andfor
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2005 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2004. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, mamtenance and
upgrading of facilities and services for Wthh the support is intended.

On August 4, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Tri-County Telcom, Inc. (Company) regarding its Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
universat service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal

cc Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No 00-256, Fourteenth Report

asld_QI_dQL;n_QQ__DQQ]SQLNQ_;_@_Zi& FCC 01-157, Released May 23,
2001.



universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the

provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facm'ues and services. An Affidavit was attached
to the Request for Certification.

" On August 5, 2004, the Commission electronically‘transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 20, 2004, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meetlng of August 31, 2004 the Commuss:on considered
- this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

51 ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only .use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. It is

' FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universatl Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this __7 % day of September, 2004.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. F'QOBERT K S AHR, Chairman

7/ o/ | Q”ﬂ”/%

Date: Ws A. BURG, Commissi%/

{OFFICIAL SEAL}

The undersigned hereby certifies that this
document has been served today upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service —..
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in property



RECEIVED & INSPECTED

SEP 2 7 2004
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

. FCC - MAILROOM

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF UNION ) ORDER GRANTING

TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR CERTIFICATION ) CERTIFICATION
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) . ‘
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT - ) TC04-159 -

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
~ Order conceming the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This o
- Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order™), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve-support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commlssnon
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2005 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2004. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and

upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 4, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Union Telephone Company (Company) regarding its Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal

and Order in. ac Dggkgg No. 00 255 FCC 01- 157 Released'May‘23
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. universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the

provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affi davnt was attached
to the Request for Certification.

On August 5, 2004, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the fi iling -
and the intervention deadline of August 20, 2004 to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

Atits regularly scheduled meetmg of August 31, 2004, the Commission conmdered
this matter. : -

The Commission has jurisdiction over this-matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-28,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. 1t is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this _ 7 % day of September, 2004.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. ROBERT K. 8 AHR Chairman

o Ml ine ity |
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Date: ﬂnESA BURG, Commtssn
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SEP 2 7 2004
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION | Fcc - MAILROOM

- OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING
VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) CERTIFICATION
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. FOR ) }
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) TC04-155

)

FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This
Order (nereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
- § C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the -Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2005 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2004. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 4, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Valley Telecommunications Cooperative Association, Inc. (Company)
regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service
Support. The purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan

'cC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No 00-256, Fourxteenth Report
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for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company
- will use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with
the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company
listed estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated

costs for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit
was attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 5, 2004, the Commission electronically transmitted noticé of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 20, 2004 to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention. .

At its regularly scheduled meetmg of August 31, 2004 the Commission considered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Cohpény is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this Z% day of September, 2004.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
The undersigned hereby cerlifies that this

document has been served today upon all parties of »

record in this docket, as listed on the docket service

list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly -

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. ROBERT K. SAH R. Chairman
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Date: WS A. BURG, Commissio
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| SEP 2 7 2004
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

FCC - MAILROOM

- OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA _
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING

"VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR ) CERTIFICATION
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF )
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC04-177

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order conceming the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This
Qrder (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order”), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural servicé areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State ‘will be used only for the provision,
‘maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
. This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
- support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
- these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
_files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2005 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2004. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 9, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Valley Telephone Company (Company) regarding its Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal

and Ordes in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23,
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universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the
provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached
to the Request for Certification. - -

On August 12, 2004, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 27, 2004, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

‘At its regularly scheduled meefing of August 31, 2004, the Commission considered
this matter. o -

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
-maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. It is

' FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves. Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this fé day of September, 2004.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
The undersigned hereby certifies that this
document has been served today upon all parties of %M %
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service <
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly :
addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. ROBERT K. S AHR,vChairman
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VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE ) CERTIFICATION -
FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDlNG ITSUSE ) . '
OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TC04-168 -
- )

SUPPORT

On May 23,-2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.” This
Order (hereatter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in'part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these’FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2005 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2004. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 5, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Venture Communications Cooperative (Company) regarding its
Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's.plan for the use
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- of jts federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all
federal universal service support received in-a manner that is consistent with the federal
- universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its'plan, Company listed
estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs

~ for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was
attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 12, 2004, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing

and the intervention deadline of August 27, 2004, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meetlng of August 31,-2004, the Commission cons;dered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

 ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. Itis

. FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this _ 7 d’ day of September, 2004.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been served today upon ait parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service <
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly *

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. ROBERT K. S AHR Chairman

Mg | Cemd Ly

Date:

S A. BURG, Commissio
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On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order conceming the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R."54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54,307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2005 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2004. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 4, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Vivian Telephone Company (Company) regarding its Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal
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universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
“the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the

provision, maintenance; and upgrading of facilities and services. An Aff dawt was attached
to the Request for Certification.

On August 5, 2004, the Commission eIectrdnicaIIy transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 20, 2004, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

Atits regularly scheduled meeting of August-31, 2004, the Comm|SS|on consndered :
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

- ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. Itis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this _ 7 % day of September, 2004.

GERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
The undersigned hersby certifies that this
document has been served today upon all parties of / ,
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service -
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly
addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. ROBERTK S AHR, Chairman T—

o 7/5 Joe!
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ﬁe& A. BURG, Commissio




[ FECENED BT ﬁ

SEP 2 7 2004

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION | FCC- MAILROOM
- OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA- | -

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF )  ORDER GRANTING

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR ) CERTIFICATION
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) .
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC04-151

) On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an

Order conceming the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers -providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and- services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 -C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2005 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2004. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligibie to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 4, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Western Teiehone Company (Company) regarding its Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal
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universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the

provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached,
to the Request for Certification.

On August 5, 2004, the Commission electrohically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 20, 2004, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2004 the Commission considered .
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company .is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligibie to receive federal- support as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. Itis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commissionr approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this _7 ﬂé day of September, 2004.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
The undersigned hereby certifies that this
docurnent has been served today upon all parties of i
record in this docket, as fisted on the docket service Iy — e
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly : !
addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. ROBERT K. S AHR Chairman

e 7/ 8 foid W%&é@/
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FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC04-187

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order conceming the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers (ETC) providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires ETCs providing service in rural service areas
within its jurisdiction to receive future federal universal service support must file an annual
certification with the FCC and the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC)
stating that federal high cost support provided to such carriers within that State will be
used only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which
the support is intended. This certification requirement applies to various categories of
federal universal service support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§
54.301, 54.305, and/or 54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop
support, local switching support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support).
Support provided under these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future
if the State Commission files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. For ETCs
serving lines in the service area of a non-rural incumbent local exchange carrier a state
commission must file certification pursuant to § 54.313.

The certification required for ETCs providing service in rural and non-rural service
areas to receive federal universal support for all four quarters during calendar year 2005
is currently due to be filed with the FCC and USAC on or before October 1, 2004. The
certification may be presented to these entities in the form of a letter from the State
Commission. The letter must identify which carriers in the state are eligible to receive
federal support during the 12-month period and must certify that the carriers listed will only
use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for
which the support is intended.

On August 25, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Western Wireless Corporation {(Company) regarding its Request for.
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
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universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal
universai service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the

provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached
to the Request for Certification.

On August 26, 2004, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing

and the intervention deadline of September 10, 2004, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 14, 2004, the Commission
considered this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

v/,

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 22" day of September, 2004.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
The undersigned hereby certifies that this
document has been served today upon all parties of .
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly {

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. ROBERTK. S AHR, Chvairman

Date: Zé?’?/// pf GA%‘Y% NSON, Commissioner
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COMPANY FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING )
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SUPPORT )

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order conceming the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report-and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
~ This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
'support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety vaive support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions wili only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2005 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2004. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On July 29, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from West River Cooperative Telephone Company (Company) regarding
its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's-plan for the use
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of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all
federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal
universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed
estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs

for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services: An Affidavit was
attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 5, 2004, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 20, 2004, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought lnterventlon .

Atits regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2004 the Commission considered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commissicn found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the. provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

. ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal éupport as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. ltis

“FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this jZ,pé day of September, 2004.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been served today upon all parties of

record in this docket, as listed on the docket service / . ,

list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly { \

addressed en elopes, with charges prepaid thereon. . ROBERTK. S AHR, Chairman

o A 1re il "
Date; 7// f/ / c ,4/ _ ]

S A. BURG, Commission
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RIVER = TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) - CERTIFICATION
COOPERATIVE FOR CERTIFICATION ) _
- REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) TC04-174
)

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) releaséd an -
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.’ This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the ‘provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year.2005 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2004. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 6, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from West River Telecommunications Cooperative (Company) regarding
its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company’s plan for the use
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of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all
federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal
universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed
estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs

for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities-and services. An Affidavit was
attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 12, 2004, the Commission electronicéily transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 27, 2004, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly si:heduled meeting of August 31, 2004, the Commission considered
this matter. -

~ The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission. unanimously voted toc approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. ltis

:FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

2

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this _ 7/ day of September, 2004.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
' The undersigned hereby cerlifies that this '
document has been served today upon ali parties of
record in this docket, as iisted on the docket service %}Z
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly .
addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. ROBERT K. SAH R, C‘h airman

n;te: 7 / X’/ﬁ o/ JMES A BURGﬁ’{;
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IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF WEST ) ORDER GRANTING
“RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) CERTIFICATION
COOPERATIVE  (MOBRIDGE) FOR )
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) TC04-175
)

FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and.Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost ioop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future [f the State Commission
fites the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314,

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2005 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before Qctober 1, 2004. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 6, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from West River Telecommunications Cooperative (Mobridge) (Company)
regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service
Support. The purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan
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_ for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company

will 'use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with
the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company
listed estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated

costs for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit "
~ was attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 12, 2004, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadhne of August 27, 2004, to interested individuals and entities.
No part;es sought intervention. .

At its regularly scheduled meetmg of August 31, 2004 the Commlssmn considered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support _for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as.it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. 1t is

'FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this Z% day of September, 2004.

—

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this ||
document has been served today upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly

ackiessed gvlopes, wihcharge prepeld tereon. ROBERT K SAHR, Chairman
wa % /ﬂ
Date: éi/ l;/ 7 .WEQ A. BURG, Commissﬁy
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IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING

QWEST CORPORATION FOR CERTIFICATION ) CERTIFICATION. :
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL )
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT )

TC04-184

On August 20, 2004, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Qwest Corporation (Company) regarding its Request for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this filing was to
provide information constituting Company's pian for the use of its federal universal service
support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal universal service support
received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47
U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of the support it expected
to receive from the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) as well as its
estimated costs for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services.
Company also certified that its residential rates in rural areas are reasonably comparable
to those of urban rates nationwide. An Affidavit was attached to the Request for
Certification. Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.313, a state that desires a non-rural carrier within
its jurisdiction to receive future federal universal service support must file an annual
certification with the Federal Communications Commission and USAC stating that federal
high cost support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the
provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is
intended. This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal
service support. Support provided under FCC rules will only be made available if the
State Commission files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.313. Pursuant to §
54.316, a state commission must also annually review the comparability of residential rates

in rural areas of the state served by non-rural incumbent local exchange carriers to urban
rates nationwide.

On August 26, 2004, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of September 10, 2004, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention. '

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 14, 2004, the Commission
considered this matter. The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to
SDCL Chapters 1-26, 49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the
Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for
the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support
is intended. The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for
Certification Regarding lts Use of Federal Universa! Service Support and found Qwest's

residential rates in its rural areas are reasonably comparable to urban rates nationwide.
It is therefore '



ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facnmes and

services for which the support is intended.

Itis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission épproves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission certifies that the Company's residential
rates in rural areas are reasonably comparable to urban rates nationwide.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this _s74/ %day of September, 2004.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that this
 document has been served today upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
list, by facsimile or by first class mall, in properly

Date; '7/07 é//caé" .
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ROBERT K. SAHR, Chalrfnan

GAR SON, Commissioner
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